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Council Receives 15-Year Service 
Award for Adopt-a- Road Program

April 2019
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By WGK Guillermo Bambach

Worthy Grand Knight Report

Brothers, I cannot believe Holy Week is upon us. 
It seems Ash Wednesday was only yesterday 
and now we near the celebration of Easter, the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  For me, these 40 days 

of Lent provided an opportunity to take a deep look and 
reevaluate my spiritual journey while on this earth. 

The numerous Parish sponsored Lenten activities helped 
me to do this and allowed me to recharge my spiritual 
batteries. The Stations of the Cross are my favorite, 
especially the first one where we as a Council had the 
privilege to lead. It always reminds me of the unconditional 
love our Lord has for us. 

The Lenten Mission with Fr. Gabriel Gillen gave us a 
better understanding on how our Catholic Church evolved 
over its 2000 plus year history, the Reconciliation Service 
gave us the opportunity for a fresh start and the Friday Fish 
Fries allowed us to spend a little time with our brother and 
sisters in Christ. 

Although as a Council, we try to scale back during Lent, 
we still had much going on. We started with the Altar Server 
Barbecue spearheaded by S/K Knight Julio Alvarez. Our 
Brothers Knights and Sister Columbiettes assisted with the 
set-up, cooking, serving and clean up. 

Overall, 23 Altar Servers along with their families 
attended the event and were recognized for their unselfish 
service to our Church. Brother Paul Spinler, once again, 
outdid himself with his fine the cooking and heard that he 
now has a new helper and sous chef as part of the team.

The Barbecue was followed by a Formation Degree held 
on March 16th. Congratulations to Brothers Marc Dunne 
and Bob Robens who advanced to the 2nd degree.  

As a required program under the “Faith in Action” 
initiative, the “Consecration to the Holy Family”, was 
held on Mar 19th. Fr. Dermot presided for the Mass and 
Consecration, which coincided with the Feast Day of St 
Joseph making it that much more special. Being a new 
program, there is much we can do next year to improve 
and grow Council and Parish participation.

The last major event was the “Night at the Lighting” 
where Tampa Bay played the Boston Bruins. This was a 
parish-wide event and was well attended with a Tailgate 
taking place prior to the game. Our 4th Degree Assembly 
Color Corps, had the privilege of presenting the colors on 
the ice. 

A couple of other things:

Jacob Larson, son of 
Brother Al Larson took 
first place in the State 
competition for The Knights 
of Columbus Catholic 
Essay contest sponsored 
by our council. Now his 
essay will be competing at 
the International level with 
councils from around the 
world. A big congratulation 
to Jacob in winning this award and we should all be proud 
that someone from our St Stephen School and Parish won 
this important event.

The last thing I want to mention is Easter Parking. It 
looks like the Knights may once again become the de facto 
coordinators of Church parking. For this Easter, Brother 
Matt Prezler has agreed to coordinate the parking and will 
need our help. Thank you Matt and we will discuss how to 
support this activity in the future.

In closing I want to leave you with the prayer we used for 
the “Consecration to the Holy Family”. If you were unable 
to attend on March 19th, I encourage you to gather as a 
family and consecrate yourselves to the Holy Family by 
reciting the prayers and striving to follow their example. 
May Jesus, Mary and St. Joseph be your guiding light for 
you and your families.

 CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY

O Lord Jesus,
you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. 
There you grew in age, wisdom and grace as you prepared 
to fulfill your mission as our Redeemer.
We entrust our family to you.

O Blessed Mary,
you are the Mother of our Savior.
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus
and nurtured him in the peace and joy of your home.  
We entrust our family to you.
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O Saint Joseph,
you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and 
Mary, and gave us a model of fatherhood
while showing us the dignity of work.
We entrust our family to you.

Holy Family,
we consecrate ourselves and our family to you. May we be 
completely united
in a love that is lasting, faithful
and open to the gift of new life.
Help us to grow in virtue,

to forgive one another from our hearts,
and to live in peace all our days.
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer, diligent in 
our work, and generous toward those in need. May our 
home, O Holy Family,
truly become a domestic church
where we reflect your example in our daily life. Amen. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!

 Prayer composed by Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore, Supreme Chaplain.

On Monday night March 25, 2019 the St. 
Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus 
Assembly 3418 Color Corps presented the 
colors at Amalie Arena in Tampa, FL.  

The Color Corps was comprised of our Commander 
SK Rick Gnatowsky, Past Grand Knight, Past Faithful 
Navigator SK Julio Alvarez, Past Grand Knight SK 
Mark Lovejoy and Community Program Director SK Ed 
Veronick.  The event was sponsored by the Men’s Club of 
St. Stephen for which SK Ed Veronick is the Vice President, 
as the First Annual Night with the Lightning.  The league 
leading Tampa Bay Lightning hockey team took on the 
Boston Bruins which included an amazing comeback from 
2 goals down in the final period by the home team for the 
victory 5-4.

In attendance as guests were our parish’s Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Tim Williford and newest Deacon Mike Ryba and his 
family.  We also had the President of the Men’s Club SK 
Michael LaPollo and two of his daughters. The group of 
“50” brothers, sisters, and family members joined together 
in fellowship enjoying a tailgate style meal in one of the 
arenas many concession areas known as the “Thunder 
Zone”.  

As the Tampa Bay Lightning hockey team continues to 
make history and their mark on the 2018-2019 season as 
a parish family we look forward to continuing this new 
event and as the coordinator it is my hope that we continue 
to grow as we join in our faith enjoying the entertainment 
we have in the Tampa, Florida area!

Annual Night With The Lightning
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By Fr. Steve Ryan, SDB

So… what happened with the movie about abortion? 
It came out last week, and…?  Unplanned the 
movie grossed $6.5 million and played in 1,000 
theaters across the country. It has empowered pro-

Life advocates to keep strong. It has changed many people 
from being “on the fence” about abortion to speaking and 
acting more boldly for justice for babies in the womb. 
It has made many women who were victimized by the 
false propaganda of Planned Parenthood aware of the 
violence of abortion. It revealed the importance of prayer 
in changing hearts on this issue. Abby Johnson’s story 
has helped bring healing to many who had abortions, 
participated in abortions and worked in the abortion 
industry. It has helped them know that God is merciful. 

 What’s the movie’s story? 
When Abby Johnson was unexpectedly summoned to 

the procedure room of the Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Bryan, Texas (of which she was the director) to assist 
in an ultrasound-guided abortion, she was stunned to 
observe a 13-week-old fetus pull away and struggle 
against the invading suction instrument.

Johnson recounts what she saw: “For the briefest 
moment it looked as if the baby were being wrung like 
a dishcloth, twirled and squeezed. And then the little 
body crumpled and began disappearing into the cannula 
before my eyes. The last thing I saw was the tiny, 
perfectly formed backbone sucked into the tube, and then 
everything was gone.” After that incident Abby flipped 
on the abortion issue.  

The movie chronicles the former Planned Parenthood 
clinic director’s journey from pro-choice advocate into 
the arms of the pro-Life movement. The story is true, 
real and legit. Directed by Gary Soloman and Chuck 
Konzelman (the latter known for God’s Not Dead), it is 
very compelling and believable.   

Unplanned starts with the college-age Abby Johnson 
who, during a volunteer fair on the campus of Texas A 
& M, stops by a Planned Parenthood display table and 
is recruited as a clinic volunteer escort. She is lured into 
the abortion practice believing that Planned Parenthood 
isn’t simply about abortion, but that it offers women a 
wide range of health services to which they might not 
otherwise have access or be able to afford.

Johnson, who considers herself a Christian, believes 

that if God doesn’t want her to have this job, He’ll let 
her know. She suffers from an unreflective life even 
when those around her – her husband and parents – tell 
her to open her eyes. They stick with Abby and love her 
throughout her path. As it turns out, she gets promoted to 
the directorship of the clinic. 

Eventually Johnson becomes seriously disillusioned 
with the actual goals of Planned Parenthood. The 
awakening begins when she attends a corporate meeting 
of clinic directors in Houston. It became clear that 
the money-making “service” provided by Planned 
Parenthood was abortion; Johnson learned that Planned 
Parenthood was seeking to increase the number of 
abortions, including the late-term abortions to which she 
had always been opposed.

Finally, when Johnson sees the actual killing of an 
unborn child in that ultrasound-guided abortion, she finds 
herself guilty of having facilitated the deaths of 22,000 
unborn children and makes a decision to leave Planned 
Parenthood forever. That very day Johnson appears on 
the doorstep of the nearby offices of the Coalition for 
Life where she is warmly welcomed by its director, 
Shawn Carney, and other staff who faithfully protested 
outside the very fence of the Planned Parenthood she just 
escaped. Now Johnson joins them – the very people she 
once opposed – and pleads for the lives of the unborn.

The benefit of Johnson’s conversion to the pro-Life 
cause is that she knows from personal experience the 
sadness, corruption and lies of the abortion industry and, 
in particular, Planned Parenthood. The fact that upon her 
resignation Johnson didn’t just go home to live a quiet 
life, but instantly aligned herself with the pro-Life cause, 
made her a serious threat to the abortion giant.

Unplanned is a valuable movie if for no other reason 
than that it does something no other pro-Life-related 
feature film has done, including Gosnell. Unplanned 
doesn’t hide or sanitize the violence of abortion. The 
fact that now the reality of abortion itself is revealed in 
a feature-length movie with the goal of wide distribution 
makes Unplanned unprecedented.

There have been some interesting things that have 
occurred to block the impact of the movie. In one theater 
I tried to go to, the projector mysteriously broke down. 
The twitter account for Unplanned failed to function 
properly last weekend – coincidence? The Motion Picture 
Association of America (MPAA) slapped Unplanned 

Unplanned - The Movie
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with the “R” rating – a bias against its message perhaps? 
Besides her job at Planned Parenthood and the 

revelation that Planned Parenthood wants to make money 
on abortion, the film also focuses on how Johnson aborted 
her own two children. While engaged to a man she would 
marry and then divorce, she discovers that she is pregnant, 
and while she is ambivalent about whether to abort the 
baby, her fiancé is not. He tells her, “We’ll take care of it,” 
which leads her to the first abortion. Then when divorced, 
Johnson finds she is pregnant again with her ex-husband’s 
baby. Wishing to sever all ties with the man, she obtains 
an RU-486 abortion at the very Planned Parenthood clinic 
where she later volunteers. 

Having been told that such an abortion would simply 
entail a “gentle emptying of the uterus,” she discovers that 
her chemical abortion is anything but. As the cramping 
starts, Johnson writhes in pain, vomits, and runs to the 
bathroom where film viewers have a front-row seat to 
Johnson’s chemical abortion ordeal. At the scene’s end, 

the room is filmed from above with Johnson viewed from 
afar, lying on the floor in her blood, pathetically curled in 
fetal position, eerily matching the very fetal position of 
the unborn baby she helped to abort. A well-thought-out 
cinematic statement takes place here: she and her victim 
have become one.

Unplanned is a good movie. It will strengthen the resolve 
of those already committed to ending abortion and bring 
those uncertain about their position to embrace the pro-
Life cause should they go see it. On the other hand, we can 
expect hardcore pro-choice activists to hate this movie, 
ignore it or try to dismiss it because Unplanned dared to 
shine a light on the ugliness and violence of abortion.
Can I still go?  

It’s still running! Unplannedtickets.com will give you 
the movie times and theaters near you. And it will be on 
Netflix pretty soon. Go watch it and invite a friend. 

On March 27, 2018 the Monsignor Scully 
Assembly #3418, provided a full course 
meal for residents of the Fisher House at 
the James A Haley VA Hospital. The Fisher 

House provides temporary lodging for families members 
of Armed Forces and veterans during a medical crisis.

The house, located adjacent to the VA hospital, offers 
a compassionate environment where families find support 
and encouragement from others in similar circumstances.

Sir Knights Mark Lovejoy, Gerry Coffey and Rich 
Sarnowski delivered the fare from Boston Market and 
assisted the VAVS Fisher House coordinator with setting 
up the meal. 

The staff at the Fisher House and the residents were 
thrilled with the support provided by our Assembly and 
want to thank the KofC for your support of our Veterans 
and their families.  We plan to make this an annual event. 
We are planning our next dinner for April 29, 2020. 

Knights Support Fisher House
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April 15th, the tax day, is not far off.  It’s a time 
when most of us focus on the income we’ve 
made and how much of that we have to hand 
over to the government. Nobody’s happy 

about that.  And nobody’s happy about all the complicated 
tax laws and regulations.  I heard a suggestion once that 
the income tax form could be simplified and reduced to 
just two questions and a statement:

• How much did you earn last year?
• How much do you have left?
• Send it in.
Seriously, now is a good time to take stock of your 

finances and make sure you’re on the path you want to be 
on.  The focus around this time of year is saving tax money 
by contributing to an IRA for retirement.  And whether 
you’re getting close or whether you’re fresh into a career 
and working life, it’s not too early to plan.  But many of the 
folks I talk with have lots of questions:

What’s the difference between a Traditional IRA and 
a Roth IRA? Which one is better for my circumstances? 
How much can I contribute?

Can I earn too much money to qualify for a tax deduction? 
What if I contribute to a 401K at work?  Am I still eligible? 
What if my wife doesn’t work…can she contribute to an 
IRA?

There are many rules you don’t want to run afoul of 
when it comes to contributing to an IRA and making the 
right determination about its tax deductibility.

As your Knights of Columbus field agent, I can help.  
Our annuities can be used as a Traditional IRA or a Roth 
IRA.  A traditional one may help you save money on your 
taxes and the Roth has some amazing tax advantages, too.  
Our annuities pay a competitive interest rate, consistent 
with our primary goal of absolute safety of principal.  They 
all include a guaranteed interest rate, so you never have 
to worry.  One of the best features of an annuity is that 
it is designed to provide retirement income you cannot 
outlive—guaranteed!  You can open a retirement annuity 
for as little as $300. 

So here are some facts about our annuities:  Low 
contribution to get started; guaranteed lifetime interest 
rate; an even higher competitive rate being paid now; 
tax advantages whether or not an IRA; absolute safety 
of principal; an income you cannot outlive…all from the 
Knights of Columbus—How does that sound?

I’d be happy to meet with you in your home and at 

your convenience to explain the advantages of a Knights 
of Columbus annuity—and our other products: our 
highly rated life insurance, long-term care insurance and 
our disability income insurance. I’ll be around after the 
meeting; let’s get together!

Vivat Jesus!
John D Ruckart
813-855-5111
John.ruckart@kofc.org

Retirement Income You Can’t Outlive

I just wanted to let you know that I received a package 
in the mail this weekend and found out that my Knights 
of Columbus Catholic Essay won first place in the 
state of Florida. It is now going to the Knights Supreme 
Council for the international  competition. Please see 
the attached picture.  Thank you again for everything 
and God Bless!
~ Jacob Larsen
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This past year your Saint Stephen Council 14084 
budgeted $27, 450 for council activities that 
promote the principles of our order – charity, 
unity, fraternity, and patriotism.  We have 

financially supported the good works of or order through 
our Faith in Action Programs – Faith, Family, Community, 
and Life.  Of the $27,450 budgeted for this fraternal year 
nearly 60% went directly to charitable efforts within our 
parish and our community; another 20% went to State 
and Supreme to fund the national and international good 
works of our order; and the balance of the funds covered 
administrative costs and fraternal activities. 

Thanks to our Raymond James Stadium fundraising 
efforts and to the hard work of our Worthy Financial 
Secretary to collect dues from 82% of our membership, we 
anticipate having approximately $16,453 of unallocated 
funds on June 30.  This number does not include $5,000 
set aside for operating funds and emergencies, nor does 
it include $5,000 set aside for extreme situations such as 
natural disasters.  As a side note, we voted as a Council 
last fraternal year to set aside this money so that when a 
disaster strikes our community, we can make a significant 
donation to those in need.

 We as a Council do not wish to carry over funds from 
year to year, so Council 14084 Trustees met to discuss 
how we should use the anticipated excess funds after we 
execute our budget for the current fraternal year which 
ends on June 30.  The Trustees then presented ideas at the 
planning meeting held on March 26, and after discussion, 
those present decided to vote on the allocations as one 
motion at the April business meeting.   An initial draft of 
the motion was sent to the membership, and input from 
your fellow knights resulted in the following motion for 
how we should spend our excess funds.

“Being that Council 14084 anticipates unallocated 
funds of on or about $16,453 at the end of the 2018-2019 
fraternal year, it is moved that these funds be allocated in 
the following manner:

1. That $4,200 is donated to the Knights Women’s 
Center.  The KWC on Fletcher Avenue – located next 
to one Tampa’s two abortion facilities – provides free 
pregnancy-testing and medical care to women who choose 
life.  As the name suggests, the Knights of Columbus 
were instrumental in opening this center for Life, and we 
understand that the KWC has a $300 per month shortfall 
to cover operating costs.  $4,200 will cover the last two 

months of this fraternal year plus all twelve months of the 
next fraternal year (i.e. 14 x $300 = $4,200);

2. That $1,050 is provided Saint Stephen’s Faith 
Formation Ministry to offset some costs of sending our 
youth to the Covecrest retreat center and summer camp 
in Georgia this summer.  Covecrest is a community of 
Catholics committed to transforming teens, parishes, 
and our culture, and many of Saint Stephen’s youth have 
benefited greatly from this retreat in the past.  Incidentally, 
$1,050 would offset 50% of the costs of three chaperons, 
but we would donate the funds to the ministry for their use 
as they see fit;

3. That $500 is provided to the Saint Stephen Faith 
Formation office to offset the cost of food and snacks 
for the children at San Jose Mission during the week of 
vacation bible study and to buy shoes or other needed 
clothing for them for the next school year; this motion 
does not preclude any future motions for additional funds 
for San Jose mission;

4.  That up to $375 is spent for a projector; this projector 
will be used for presentations at business meeting and to 
display photos during Knights-sponsored social events in 
the parish; 

5. That up to $500 is set aside for the design and 
purchase of signage that promotes parish-wide Knights of 
Columbus events such as Saint Nicholas Day Breakfast, 
Clergy Appreciation Dinner, etc.  This past year we 
purchased signage to promote the Campaign for People 
with Intellectual Disabilities, as known as the Tootsie 
Roll Drive.  If approved, a committee will be formed to 
design and purchase the signage with the goal of getting 
the highest quality signage for use over several years at the 
lowest cost possible;

6. That up to $900 be set aside for traffic cones and 
related safety devices for traffic diversion during high 
attendance events such as Easter and Christmas;

7. That the balance of fraternal year 2018-2019 
unallocated funds identified on June 30, 2019 
(approximately $9,000) be set aside for a Mary’s 
Garden Enhancement Project.  This project would entail 
landscaping and/or construction that would provide 
separation from the parking lot, shade from the Florida 
sun, and improvements that promote accessibility for all 
parishioners to Mary’s Garden   If approved, a committee 
will be formed to discuss the design, budget, and process 
for developing this project;

Excess Fund Allocation
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8.  And that should the Mary’s Garden Enhancement 
Project fail to gain approval of the Parish Council and the 
Pastor, the balance of funds identified on June 30, 2019 as 
unallocated funds, remain as unallocated funds for fiscal 
year 2019-2020, subject to allocation for another charitable 
cause as voted on by the membership.”

A portion of the motion helps fund needed items that 
helps promote the good works of our Order, however 

the vast majority of the proposed expenditure of funds 
reflects the priorities and values of our Council as we try to 
embody the first principle of our Order – CHARITY.  We 
are staunchly pro-life, and we enthusiastically support the 
ministries of our parish. 

The results of the motion will be provided in the minutes 
of the May Business Meeting.

Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 
but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he 
spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to us?” 
(Gospel for April 21, Lk. 24:30-32)

A “fire in the belly,” passion, a drive: these are 
some of the ways we talk about others who 
can summon a deep, inner motivation and who 
make a difference. My brothers, can we say 

the same about our inner drive to go deeper in our Church’s 
teaching? Do our hearts “burn within us” and cause us to 
daily familiarize ourselves with the riches of our faith? 
Do we have a fire in the belly to be the kind of men who 
don’t stand silent at the water cooler when we hear our 

Church’s teaching denigrated by colleagues? In order to 
lead with faith we need to know our faith. We can’t give 
what we don’t have. By God’s grace, may we each become 
disciples whose “hearts burn within us.”

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 
E. Lori:

This month I challenge you to deepen your desire to 
have a heart ‘burning within you’ for new knowledge 
of the Church’s teaching and doctrine. Invest five to ten 
minutes a day reading the Catechism or other resource, 
watching a Catholic talk online, or taking advantage of a 
local formation opportunity. Secondly I challenge you to 
talk with a brother in Christ about what you’re learning.

Knights Celebrate  
St. Patrick’s Day

The Knights of Columbus Winter 
Spring Bowling League is in full swing. 
With 5 weeks left in the season many of 
our bowlers celebrated St. Patrick’s Day 
by wearing their brightest green bowling 
garb. 

This season we have been blessed 
with 56 bowlers. If you are interested 
in joining our Fall League starting in 
September please contact Mark Lovejoy 
at Lovejoy6951@gmail.com. 



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 9

Please welcome our new Fourth Degree Knights to Assembly 3418 (L to R) S/K Dave Farrugia, S/K Dave Morone, 
James Simon, Michael Zellner, Pedro Torres, and Jason Rock, and S/K Mark Lovejoy.

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?
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Our principals are Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  Members 
of the Knights of Columbus know that – together – we accomplish far 
more than any of us could individually. You can count on the help and 
encouragement of your brother Knights as we work to support St. 
Stephen Parish and make life better in our community.     
 
Spiritual Programs: 
✓ Annual “Blue Mass” for first responders and families 
✓ Annual “Day of Reflection” for Knights 
✓ Supporting “Right to Life” including prayer vigils 
✓ Annual Memorial Mass for departed brother Knights 
✓ Quarterly K of C Corporate Mass 
✓ Annual Mass for Special Olympics and Disability 
✓ Annual Renewal of Marriage Vows  
 
Social Events: 
✓ St. Nicolas Breakfast 
✓ Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
✓ “Day at the Rays” and tailgate event 
✓ “Knight at the Lighting” 
✓ Bowling League (Fall and Spring) 
✓ Annual Christmas Party (with Men’s Club) 
✓ Annual “Ladies Appreciation” dinner (with Men’s Club) 
✓ RJS Appreciation Dinner for volunteers 
✓ Annual installation ceremony/dinner 
 
Community Service Programs: 
✓ Family of Month for St. Stephen Parish 
✓ Support for Special Olympics and Incredibull games. 
✓ Annual “Pro-Life Baby Shower” 
✓ Soccer Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Basketball Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Road Clean-Up 
✓ Tootsie Roll Drive (supporting designated charities) 
✓ My Warrior’s Place support 
✓ Alter Server Appreciation BBQ 
✓ Student Graduation BBQ 
✓ Color Corps of the Patriotic Degree 
✓ Support for St. Stephen Parish including Angels’ Among 

Us, set up of the Crèches, “Trunk or Treat” at St. Stephen 
School, Fish Fry during Lent, Communion and 
Confirmation greeters, parking for Christmas and Easter.  

 

The Knights of Columbus help men put faith into action and 
give back -- in our community and in our parish  

Guillermo Bambach GRAND KNIGHT (813) 335-5495 

Alex Czopek DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT  (813) 541-2541 

Jerry Coffey MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  (813) 970-6074 

www.kofc14084.org 
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Thank you to Brother Rick Armstrong and all of my brother 
Knights that helped support the off-site Campaign for 
Intellectual Disabilities Fund Drive held at the new Publix 
off US-301 and Symms Road!
The total our brothers collected in 5 hours was $537.02!
Combined with the generosity of our parish this years drive 
so far totals $2,107.  We still have two other collections 
going on with the bowling league at The Alley and Brother 
Chuck.  Once I hear from them I will post a final collection 
update!
Thank you all who took time out of their day to support this 
years drive!

Knights in Action

Two members of Council 14084 advanced to the (2nd) 
Formation Degree on Saturday, March 16, 2019. Pictured, 
from left to right:
PGK Bruce Czaja, Brother Marc Dunne, Brother Bob 
Robens, and PGK Mark Lovejoy.
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In one of his homilies, Pope 
Francis said: “Remember, Jesus 
never said, ‘Worship me,’ and he 
did say, ‘Follow me.’…I think it 

is always easier to worship Jesus than 
to follow him. That demands care for 
the supposedly unworthy, the sinners, 
the outsiders, and ‘the non-observers 
of the law.’” 

Everyone who is a Christian knows 
that the job description of a disciple 
is to become like Christ. Until I read 
what Pope Francis said in that homily, 
I had thought my responsibility was 
simply to love God with all I’ve got, 
and to love my neighbor as myself. 
But I thought of my neighbor as somebody like me. I hadn’t 
noticed that Jesus had a preferential option for sinners, 
outsiders, those who do not observe the commandments. 
Jesus found worthy those who were supposedly unworthy, 
the kind of people you are unlikely to invite over to your 
place for dinner. This puts a whole new spin on discipleship. 

Someone else who focused on this was Flannery 
O’Connor. One day her mother Regina asked her why she 
didn’t try to write “something that people liked” instead of 
the kind of writing she did. Flannery reported that she said, 
“Do you think…that you are really using the talent that 
God gave you when you don’t write something that a lot, 
a LOT, of people like?” I forget what she answered at the 
time, but readers of her fiction know that she is attracted to 
telling the stories of those who are eccentric and confused. 

Even a character like Ruby Turpin in the short story, 
“Revelation,” who thought of herself as someone who had 
“a little of everything and the God-given wit to use it right,” 
is assaulted by a young woman (named, interestingly, 
Mary Grace) who told her to “Go back to hell where you 
came from, you old wart hog.” Turpin knew those words 
were a revelation so, later, while hosing down her hogs, 
she demands that God tell her how she can be both herself 
and a SINNERS hog. 

In response, she is given a vision 
of pilgrims processing up to heaven 
which included all the kinds of people 
she looked down upon at the head of 
the line; people like her were way 
back in the parade, “and she could see 
by their shocked and altered faces that 
even their virtues were being burned 
away.” 

The reason we still read her 
stories more than fifty years after 
O’Connor’s death is because there’s 
a little of Ruby Turpin in all of us. 
We constantly try to prove ourselves, 
to show that we are good enough, 
bright enough, competent enough, 

experienced enough, graceful enough to be admired by 
others. 

These days we all want to be noticed, to be a celebrity. 
The scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day were zealous and 
fastidious observers of the law; they frequently told Jesus 
how he was not observant enough. Jesus ate with sinners, 
for example, an act that they believed made Jesus ritually 
impure. (I suspect Jesus ate with sinners not to make a 
point but because they were more fun to be with. 

One can’t imagine a Pharisee telling a joke or patting 
someone on the back to tell them that they had done a 
good job cooking the lamb.) The worst thing would be to 
discover that one is just like everyone else. But we are all 
sinners. Even the pope goes to confession. (In this way we 
are not like Jesus.) 

Instead of comparing ourselves with others, we’d do well 
to “put of Christ” as Saint Paul says, by which he means 
“clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
A disciple is always a follower. 

By Msgr. Mike, Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach. California

Jesus Said “Follow Me”
Msgr. Mike Heher is Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach, CA.   It is the home parish of my daughter, and 
located in one of the nicest small towns in California.   Earlier this month, I had the pleasure of attending 
Mass at St. Anne’s in Seal Beach CA.   In this season of Lent, I am again reminded of Msgr. Mike’s mes-
sage to the people of St. Anne’s last Easter as we prepare ourselves for the resurrection.  ~ Alex Czopek, 
DGK
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 April Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  Fr. Eugeniusz Gancarz 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Captain
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Admiral
S/K Rick Hughes

Faithful Pilot
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 John Laughman 

 Trustees
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 

S/K John Cirello 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Alex Czopek 

deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2018-2019

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach
Deputy Grand Knight

Alex Czopek 
Chancellor

Ed Skrobacz
Warden

Chris Hobbs
Advocate

Jerry Coffey
Lecturer

Matt Preszler
Recorder

Peter Depa
Financial Secretary

Nick Turco
Treasurer

Bill Ruppert
Trustees

Bruce Czaja 
John Berrie   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Carl Alerta   Jeff Stephanz
John Hollingshead

Alex Czopek, Andre Angulo, Anthony Giaccone, Bob Haley, Carl  Asprinio, Christopher Johnson, Daniel 
Laughman, Edward Smith, Edward Milius, Gustavo Bustamante, James Pryor, John Hollingshead, John Montaldo, 
Josh Goldman, Juan Segarra, Lawrence Norton, Lawrie Barroner, Leo Brubaker, Michael Hummel, Michael Sutko
Peter Card, Rev Jonathan Stephanz, Robert Devine III, Steven Tole, Timothy Parker
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May 19 Graduation BBQ
June 8 Clergy Appreciation
July 14  Corporate Mass 1130 am
Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY NEWS
This newsletter is a publication of St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus Council 14084. To make 

a contribution, submit an article or pictures, please send content to: communications@kofc14084.org For more 
information on our Knights of Columbus Council, visit our website at: www.KofC14084.org

Family of the Month
The Family of the Month is the Alvarez family.  Julio 

has been very involved with pretty much all the Council 
activities since the inception. He is a 4th Degree Knight, 
who served our council in many of the officer positions as 
well as Past Grand Knight, Faithful Navigator and District 
Deputy. He coordinates our Council Fundraising Activities 
where this year we raised over $20K. He also supports 
Church to include being a member of the Parish Council 
and Co-Leading the Alter Server Ministry. His wife Emily 
is a sister Columbiette, who also worked in our St Stephen 
School for several years and now serves as a Sacristan 
for our Church. Please join me in congratulating Julio & 
Emily Alvarez as the Family of the Month.

Knight of the Month
This month Shawn Ryan has been selected as the Knight 

of the Month. Shawn, is a 4th Degree Knight who supports 
many of the council events throughout the year. He serves 
at many of the morning masses and support numerous 
Church ministries. Much of the work he does is behind 
the scenes and sometimes goes unnoticed. He has been 
for many years our Council webmaster and manages our 
email account.  As a 4th Degree Knight, he also served as 
Color Corps Commander for several years. Please join me 
in congratulating S/K Shawn Ryan as the Knight of the 
Month.

A PAPAL AUDIENCE

Pope Francis received 
Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson in a private 
audience at the Vatican 
Feb. 28, the last day of 
the Order’s novena for 
repentance, renewal and 
rebuilding following the 
sexual abuse crisis. The Supreme Knight presented Pope 
Francis with an icon of St. Jean Vianney commissioned 
as part of another spiritual response to the crisis: the K 
of C-sponsored pilgrimage of the saint’s incorrupt heart 
throughout the United States. During their meeting, the 
pope and the supreme knight discussed other K of C 
initiatives, including the Order’s support of displaced 
Christians in the Middle East.


